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Why Are You Here Responses 
(Participants were asked to write on an index card “Why are you here?”) 

- A concern citizen: who cares about healthy public lands. 

- Invited to provide research support for ideas or questions. 

- Outline collaborative restoration strategy w/partners. 

- To learn more about collaboration. 

- Forest Service asked me to attend. 

- (Jeanie Long)  Susan Shaw graciously invited me.  I am a Biology teacher at Cleveland High 

School and I attempt to involve me students in ecological projects.  Thanks  : ) 

- Representing SGSF on potentially common themes w/USFS re: “All Lands” 

- To ensure a balanced view of local industry and forest users are represented 

- Represent my organization 

- I am here because I am a nature lover and I believe that people require intact natural systems 

for happiness & survival 

- To see what others are doing! 

- Chance to improve USFS stewardship. 

- Networking – 

a) Possible collaborations 

- Chattahoochee NF asked me to attend 

- I am here to do good things for wildlife 

- Promote re-establishment of wildlife habitat on National Forests.  We are 50 years behind 

- As a representative of the experience (position) of the “Bankhead National Forest Liaison 

Panel”.  It was formed in 2000 and supported then “Bankhead Forest Health and Restoration 

Project”    *development of the 

- I was asked to attend by a FS employee. 

However this is not the true reason I have a strong interest in NF mgmt. and the restoration of 

the forest ecosystems necessary for a dynamic forest and believe that collaboration is one 

means to achieve this goal 

- I would like to bring my past experience with collaborative restoration to support ecological 

restoration efforts in So. Apps. 

- Because I want to be a key player in the mgmt of the Appalachian Forest 

- To learn about realistic opportunities for involvement in ecological restoration on National 

Forest lands that will have the most effect on landscapes. 

- To provide state fish & wildlife input into the planning process for Southern App. National 

Forests, and to promote more active management on these areas. 

- To build the framework for an active, collaborative team to develop restoration projects in 

Kentucky. 

- To develop a framework to increase partner interest and participation in active 

management/restoration activities 

- I hope to find opportunities for my organization to lead efforts at habitat restoration for game 

and early successional species. 

- Because I believe in what we can achieve working together for the best management possible 

for our forests. 
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- I am here because I want to hear the discussion on restoration opportunities for Hemlocks, and 

Chestnut. 

- Why here? 

o See how it goes (outcome) 

o Make contacts 

o Be part of something positive & hopeful 

- To represent ecological restoration with reference to natural range of variation – as distant from 

restoration oriented toward narrow economic/cultural outcomes. 

- To provide input on ecosystem restoration in the Southern Appalachian Mountains, in particular 

the role of the American Chestnut 

- To learn more about existing ecological restoration programs in the Southern Appalachians. 

- Learn about the S. App. Restoration collaborative effort 

- 1)  To gain a better understanding of issues & collaborative efforts in the SA. 

2)  Share my goals & objectives with partners 

- To participate in figuring out how to have a more collaborative effort in the So Apps. 

- I am here in hopes of working with environmental partners & FS managers to define sensible 

approaches to forest restoration. 

- To get a better understanding of R8’s approach to restoration & to share my knowledge about 

those nascent efforts on the ground. 

- Develop relationships for ecological restoration 

- To promote collaboration and promote restoration where it is needed on our Cherokee NF, GS 

Jefferson, Pisgah, Nantahala and Southern apps.  Because I love our mountains and stream and 

all our CNF offers. 

- To further restoration efforts in the SE 

- Plan for efforts

 

-
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- Improve our collaborative environment in an effort to inform our decision-making process to 

make good, well supported decisions for the Southern Appalachian Ecosystem. 

- Collaboration – 

Discuss opportunities to work together 

Strengthen relations 

Identify new collaboration initiatives 

- To support and advocate ecologically based restoration projects across the s Apps. 

- I’m here to learn, listen, and promote sound ecological restoration based on my past experience 

& desired outcomes for our southern forests. 

- To build momentum for restoration activities in the region. 

- Voice support and engage in process that will allow for active management of our National 

forests. to ensure ecosystem restoration and biodiversity 

- It offers all the elements I most love about my job – 

Restoration 

Working collaboratively 

Talking about getting the So Appalachians healthy 

- To work together to find common themes for restoration across the Southern Apps 

- To find better ways to collaborate between multiple agencies, in the Future management of the 

National Forests in the southern Appalachians. 

- To improve knowledge of techniques for moving real restoration forward 

- 1.  To contribute to formulation of a wise plane for restoration and long-term management of 

the regional national forests 

- Eager to see restoration as a priority for FS management in the Southern Appalachians 

 


